
 

 

Collaboration with NGOs to Advance the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) 

JSS Academy of Higher Education & Research (JSS AHER) actively collaborates with non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) to address critical social, health, and community 
development challenges aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). Through academic–community partnerships, capacity-building initiatives, 
and field-based engagement, the University integrates education, service and action for 
sustainable impact. 

1. Capacity Building in Elderly Care (SDG 3 – Good Health and Well-being, SDG 4 – 
Quality Education) 

The Department of Geriatrics, JSS Hospital, in collaboration with Jan Shikshana 
Sansthan, Mysuru (an NGO under the Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship), successfully initiated the Geriatric Nursing Assistant Certification 
Training Programme for housekeeping and support staff from 5th to 16th March 2025. 

The programme was inaugurated in the presence of senior representatives from Jan 
Shikshana Sansthan and faculty from JSS Medical College and Hospital. Designed as a 
10-day structured training (1 hour per day), the programme focused on: 

• Patient mobility and safe handling 
• Elderly nutrition and hygiene 
• Communication with geriatric patients 
• Basic nursing assistance skills 
• Compassionate and dignified care 

Participants will receive a formal certification on completion, thereby strengthening the 
geriatric care ecosystem and creating a skilled workforce to support India’s growing 
elderly population. This initiative directly supports SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-
being) and SDG 4 (Quality Education and Skills Development). 

 



 

2. Inclusive Health Education for Persons with Visual Impairment (SDG 3, SDG 10 – 
Reduced Inequalities) 

The School of Public Health, JSS AHER, in collaboration with the EquiBeing 
Foundation (NGO), conducted awareness and education sessions on nutrition and 
oral hygiene for visually impaired students. 

This initiative demonstrates the University’s commitment to inclusive health 
education, ensuring that persons with disabilities have equitable access to essential 
health information. The programme reinforced the institution’s dedication to: 

• Reducing health inequalities 
• Promoting inclusive learning environments 
• Improving health literacy among marginalized populations 

This activity aligns with SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) and SDG 10 (Reduced 
Inequalities). 

 

 

 

3. Exposure to Community-Based Palliative Care Models (SDG 3) 

The School of Public Health, JSS Medical College, organized an academic field visit to 
the PKTB Palliative Care Unit, Mysuru, operated by the Swami Vivekananda Youth 
Movement (SVYM), a nationally recognized NGO engaged in tribal and rural 
development. 

During the visit, students gained first-hand exposure to: 



• Community-based end-of-life care models 

• Pain management and counselling approaches 

• Holistic support systems including social, emotional and spiritual care 

• The five-pillar approach to palliative care 

The unit, with a capacity of 16 beds and serving around 800 patients, has been 
functioning since 2008 and represents an exemplary NGO-led healthcare model. This 
experience strengthened student understanding of compassionate, patient-centred 
care, aligned with SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being). 

 

 



 

4. Baseline Survey in Tribal Villages with SVYM and Siemens CSR (SDG 1, SDG 3, 
SDG 6, SDG 8, SDG 10) 

Students from the School of Public Health, JSS AHER, participated in a four-day 
baseline survey under the ASHA Project implemented by Swami Vivekananda Youth 
Movement (SVYM) in collaboration with Siemens CSR, across six remote tribal villages 
in the Male Madeshwara (MM Hills) region of Karnataka. 

The survey covered key domains such as: 

• Health and sanitation 
• Education access 
• Livelihood and family income 
• Skills and employment opportunities 
• Infrastructure and basic services 

This data will be used to design targeted, sustainable interventions for highly 
underserved tribal communities. Faculty supervision and daily review meetings ensured 
scientific rigor and meaningful outcomes. 

This initiative addressed: 

• SDG 1 – No Poverty 
• SDG 3 – Good Health and Well-being 
• SDG 6 – Clean Water & Sanitation 
• SDG 8 – Decent Work and Economic Growth 



• SDG 10 – Reduced Inequalities 
It also provided experiential learning for students, strengthening their capacity in 
community-based research and development planning. 

 

 

 

NGO Collaboration for Community Health, Sustainability and Tribal 
Empowerment (SDGs 1, 3, 4, 8, 10 & 13) 

JSS Academy of Higher Education & Research (JSS AHER), through the School of Public 
Health, JSS Medical College, actively collaborates with the Swami Vivekananda Youth 
Movement (SVYM) — a nationally reputed NGO — to address multidimensional 
development challenges faced by rural and tribal populations, in alignment with the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

As part of this collaboration, second-semester MPH students and faculty undertook a 
two-day immersive field visit to SVYM, Sargur (May 22–23, 2025). This experiential 
engagement provided deep insights into community-based, sustainable and inclusive 
health models operating in remote and tribal regions. 

During the visit, students and faculty were exposed to several impactful SVYM initiatives, 
including: 



• Vivekananda Memorial Hospital and Mobile Health Unit, which deliver 
essential healthcare services to underserved communities (SDG 3 – Good Health 
and Well-being) 

• The innovative Climate Smart Health Unit, demonstrating environmentally 
sustainable healthcare practices (SDG 13 – Climate Action) 

• The Viveka Tribal Centre for Learning, which promotes education and 
empowerment among tribal youth (SDG 4 – Quality Education) 

• The Viveka Rural Livelihood Centre (VRLC), which strengthens skills, self-
reliance and sustainable livelihoods (SDG 8 – Decent Work & Economic Growth) 

• Engagements with the Betta Kuruba tribal community and Self-Help Groups 
(SHGs), supporting social inclusion, gender equity and economic empowerment 
(SDG 1 – No Poverty, SDG 10 – Reduced Inequalities) 

• Visits to the Mother and Child Hospital and Primary Health Centre (PHC), 
offering real-world exposure to maternal and child health challenges in tribal 
settings (SDG 3 – Good Health and Well-being) 

The programme concluded with a reflective feedback session that emphasized empathy, 
cultural sensitivity, social responsibility and community engagement as essential 
competencies in public health leadership. 

This collaboration demonstrates how JSS AHER integrates academic learning with 
NGO-led field interventions, enabling students to contribute meaningfully to 
sustainable development, health equity, and community empowerment. The partnership 
with SVYM exemplifies the institution’s commitment to creating socially responsible 
professionals who actively contribute towards achieving the SDGs at the grassroots 
level. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Public Health and SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) 

o Collaboration with District Health Office, Mysuru, and NGOs such as 
JSS Mahavidyapeetha, Swasthya Foundation, and Indian Red Cross 
Society for vaccination drives, blood donation camps, menstrual hygiene 
education, and tobacco control campaigns. 

o Over 30,000 beneficiaries reached annually through sustained outreach. 

Nutrition and Community Empowerment (SDG 2 & 3) 

o Joint program with Akshaya Patra Foundation and NGO partners for 
nutrition education, malnutrition screening, and oral health programs for 
school children. 



o Radio-based community outreach with JSS Radio in collaboration with 
local NGOs. 

Environmental Sustainability (SDG 12, 13, 15) 

o Partnership with Mysuru City Corporation, Swachh Bharat NGOs, and 
Rotary Clubs for waste segregation, biogas utilization, and tree 
plantation drives. 

o Implementation of 200-kg and 50-kg biogas plants through community 
participation. 

Inclusive Education and Gender Equality (SDG 4 & 5) 

o Collaboration with NGOs such as Ashakirana Charitable Trust and 
Sneha Foundation for autism awareness, mental health counselling, and 
gender sensitization. 

o Capacity-building workshops for teachers and caregivers. 

Livelihood and Rural Development (SDG 1 & 8) 

o Engagement with NGO-led rural health and entrepreneurship 
initiatives under Ayushman Bharat and One Health programs, 
providing healthcare access, skill development, and welfare linkages to 
tribal and rural communities. 

Through strategic collaborations with NGOs such as Jan Shikshana Sansthan, 
EquiBeing Foundation and Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement (SVYM), JSS 
Academy of Higher Education & Research demonstrates a strong institutional 
commitment to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. These partnerships 
translate academic knowledge into practical, community-driven solutions, empowering 
vulnerable populations while strengthening student learning and social responsibility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MoU documents and the activities conducted with the NGOs: 

1. Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement (SVYM) 

Collaborating Partner : Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement 
(SVYM) 

Type of Agreement : MoU 
Date of Signing the Agreement : 25.11.2021 
Duration of Agreement : 5 Years 
Objectives of the collaboration agreement: 

To work collaboratively for enhancing the knowledge base and strengthening the 

Health Care delivery system for assuring cost effective, ethical and rational health care 

especially to indigenous groups, marginalised and socio-economically vulnerable 

groups living in Mysuru District. 

Brief Overview of the Collaborating Partner: 

Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement (SVYM) is a nonreligious, non-political and not 

for profit organization registered under Karnataka Societies Registration Act and 

Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India under FCRA 1976 with its administrative 

headquarters in Saragur, Karnataka state, India. 

SVYM runs seven institutions and has 50 projects in the area of Health, Education, 

SEEP (Socio Economic Empowerment Program) and TRAC (Training, Research, 

Advocacy and Consultancy), spread over 27 districts of Karnataka State. The health 

activities incorporate institution based care as well as community based programs with 

equal emphasis on preventive curative and rehabilitatory services. 

The Key focus area include- 

• Tribal and rural health 

• Reproductive and child health 

• Water, sanitation, Hygiene and Environment 

• Care and Control of Tuberculosis 

• Disability care 

• Comprehensive HIV-AIDS Management 

• Chronic care including care for Non-Communicable Diseases and Palliative 

Care 

• Ayurveda and Yoga 

• Health system strengthening and capacity building 

The innovative primary care delivery programs and grassroot initiatives addressing the 

Health Determinants and health-related behaviors have been accorded appreciated 

and awards by the Government, WHO and many other agencies. 

Outcomes 

Academic 

Student Internships and Postings 

MD students postings: Regularly every year the Postgraduate (MD) students are 

being posted to the centre for a period of one month. The objective of the postings 

are;  



i. Outreach clinics, camps and other outreach activities 

ii. Projects in the tribal area 

iii. health education activities to the tribal community 

MPH compulsory and elective internships (15 days to 3 months): 

Depending on the project undertaken the MPH students are posted for the internship 

for a period of 15 days to 3 months. 

MBBS interns 3 weeks stay postings 

To orient the undergraduates regarding the morbidity pattern and the lifestyle of the 

tribal community, 3 weeks stay posting was given for all the interns. They were 

involved in services given through mobile clinics in the interior of the forest, regular 

OPD and IPD services at the SVYM hospital.    

Undergraduate students: As a part of educational field visit, undergraduate are 

regularly taken to the SVYM centre with the objective of orienting undergraduates 

regarding working of a NGO in the tribal area, tribal school, functioning of hospital at 

the tribal area. 

Palliative care training to MBBS and MD student 

Till date more than 500 students have undergone postings, internships and training. 

 

 

   

Outreach activities: 

1.Mobile Health Unit:   

Assess public health care to people living in remote, difficult and unreached areas 

Main aim: Basic health care at doorstep 

Services Provided 

Medications (including NCD) 

Blood test : GRBS estimation 

BP Check 

UPT testing 

Immunisation 

 



  

 

2. Home & Palliative Care 

• Improves symptom control 

• Health- Related Communication 

• Psychosocial Support 

• Staffing pattern: one counsellor, one health facilitator, one doctor 

• GRBS & BP check 

• Medications and Counselling given 

• Maintenance of medical records  

  

3. RCH care (ANC & PNC) 

❑ ANC & PNC Care 

❑ Awareness of government schemes 

❑ Immunisation of child 

❑ Identifying high risks and necessary advices given 



   

4. Counselling & Screening Programmes 

• Screened for Tb, HIV  

• GRBS checked 

• 15 cases  

• Females > Males 

• Challenges: People were reluctant to come forward and check 

 

UG  & PG Postings to SVYM Institution 2023-24 

Sl.No.  Course  No. of Students   

1 MBBS  96 

2 MD Community Medicine  04 

3 MPH  40 

 

    

 

 



5. Eye camp 

• Screening of cataract, refractive errors and other visual defects. 

• Health education and awareness programme on vision defects conducted  

   

6. Tele-medicine: 

It is for online consultation from the haadis to hospital.  Patient can be examined by 

the specialists of SVYM hospital, Sargur through online and patient’s data and 

investigations reports are stored in the portal will be useful for further management. 

    

 



   

 

 

 

 






























